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PVCP WELCOMES
JOSH MCDOWELL!

Renown apologist and author discusses the reliability of the Bible
with PVCP students - page 7
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Back to School!
August 12: Orientation
August 13: 1st Day of Classes
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2019-2020 SPIRITUAL THEME:

REVERENCE FOR GOD -

“REVERENTIA DEO”
“Therefore let us be grateful for
receiving a kingdom that cannot be
shaken, and thus let us offer to God
acceptable worship, with reverence
and awe.” - Hebrews 12:28
Man as His Own Idol
In these times, we have expelled God, Judeo-Christian moral
values, and personal accountability from society and placed
man at the center of all institutions that God designed. That
simply means matters of government, economics, family,
religion, education, and social life have become self-serving
and godless. We now are observing the alarming outcomes of
this intentional paradigm shift. History has been censored and
now new ideologies are reflected in texts to instill these highest
ranking ideals over the importance of facts and scholarly
debate.

Christian Education as the Antidote
All that being said, Christian education has at its core God and
His law from Scripture in developing a Christian worldview
and revealing purpose and calling in every student’s life.

Everything at PVCP is designed to unveil the full glory of God,
His righteousness, and His work in Creation and Providence.

Humbly Acknowledging Our Creator
We find great comfort in knowing we have an eternal God who
created heaven and earth for His glory and purpose. Let’s join
together in acknowledging and reverencing the one and only
true God. To have reverence for God is to stand in awe of Him
for all that He has done to redeem us. This redemptive love
should make us stand in wonder and amazement that He would
die for us. He is above all things and He is worthy to be praised,
adored, honored, respected, feared, and reverenced.
Let’s teach our children to recognize God’s holiness, goodness,
and faithfulness to us. Then we can thank Him for the saving
grace He has provided for us, receive His love, and acknowledge
Him as the omnipotent God of all through the act of reverence.

Next Steps: What are some practical things you and your family can do to practice revering
God in your daily life? Consider memorizing Hebrews 12:28 with your family this year and
intentionally looking for opportunities to give God the reverence and awe He is due as the
Creator, Sustainer, and Redeemer of mankind.
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WELCOME
NEW STAFF
& FACULTY!
Deb Hook

Tiffany Kennedy

Ryan Lalonde

Kristine Leach

US English
5th - 8th Latin
B.A. in Secondary Education B.A. Psychology, Political Science
14 years teaching experience,
3 years teaching Latin
including time at PVCP

MS/US History
B.A. History
2 years teaching in
a preparatory school

Walter Allen, Jr.

US Physics and MS/US Math
Ph.D. in Physics
8 years high school and college
teaching experience

Patti King

3rd Grade
B.S. in Organizational
Communications
7 years teaching experience

Don Mitchell

Director of Athletics and Facilities
5th Grade
B.S. Civil Engineering
B.A. Elementary Education,
AZ Dbacks Dir. of Scouting 1995M.Ed. Educational
Administration and Supervision 1999; AZ Christian University VP
PVCP sub plus 5 years teaching of Athletics and Facilities 20112013; ACU Baseball Coach 2013
experience
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SENIOR THESIS
HONORS
Two graduates honored for
exceptional work on senior
thesis project

If you have been around Paradise Valley Christian Preparatory
any length of time, you’re probably familiar with the capstone
project of PVCP seniors: the senior thesis. Perhaps you’ve been
fortunate enough to sit in on a panel presentation, or maybe
you’ve even served as a student mentor during this process.
Regardless, one thing is clear: students approach this project
- which consumes the better part of a year or longer - with a
high level of intentionality, dedication, and purpose.
While still juniors, students begin to contemplate what topic
they might wish to explore during their final year of study.
Culminating in both a written thesis and oral defense, the
thesis is to be cumulative in that students utilize skills and
knowledge gained from across the disciplines at PVCP. Those
who demonstrate exceptional depth of inquiry are honored at
graduation.
This year, the administration recognized two students for
outstanding work on their thesis projects: Zoie Brown for

Co-Valedictorians
Honored
Carlie Brown and Charles
Co-valedictorians
Honored
Jeffries Receive Top Honors

This year, PVCP recognized co-valedictorians
in the graduating class. Throughout their time
at PVCP, Carlie and Charles demonstrated
an unparalleled commitment to spiritual
nurturing and academic excellence as
evidenced by their character, service, and
grades. Carlie will attend Grand Canyon
University in the fall, and Charles will attend
The Polytechnic School - Arizona State
University.
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Analyzing Disparities Between Socialist and Biblical Interpretations of
Human Nature and Chris Buzea for American Intelligence in a PostTruth World.
In particular, the panel noted Zoie’s superb work in assessing
the nuanced manifestations of socialistic ideologies and how
such programs view human nature in contrast with what the
Bible says about human nature. Chris was commended by the
panel for his discussions on the dangers of democracy relative
to the flawed axiom that the truth is always on the side of the
majority, how this precept has affected America’s national
security apparatus, and why it stands in contrast with the beliefs
of America’s Founding Fathers and Scripture.
Congratulations to both Zoie and Chris for their thorough
research and performance! We pray that the knowledge gained
through this project continues to serve and inform all of our
graduating seniors well throughout their lives.

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT
Scholars List

The following students have met the academic criteria to be included in the Scholars List for the second semester of the 2018-2019
school year. The Scholars List recognizes students who maintain all A’s in core subjects and receive G’s and above for conduct.

Sixth Grade
Juliana Dahlgren
Raine Lofy
Kaitlynn Pickett
Daniela Bergerson
Abigail Hensiek
Jack Kennedy
Ellie Kresin
Juliana Larson
Seventh Grade
Kennedy Darnell
Marie Fox
Josiah Greeley
Natalie Miller

Mikayla Riccio
Andrew Van Dam
Eighth Grade
Waverly Bagley
Melissa Dobos
Noah Larson
Ninth Grade
Lana Burgos
Jason Gradin
Sam Kennedy
Carissa Kresin
Allie Miller
Sasha Patschke
Yang Yang Stolp

Tenth Grade
Aiden Smith
Jenny Tran
Stephen Vaught
Eleventh Grade
Kendal Baranski
Tri Doan
Mackenzie Felton
Ethan Grosso
Rena Jeong
Chloe Kennedy
Daniel Lopez
Atzy Lopez-Avila
My Nguyen
Thatcher Swartz
Micah Utz

Nathan Van Dam
Twelfth Grade
Arie Brown
Zoie Brown
Carlie Brown
Savannah Do
Michael Dobos
Charles Jeffries
Jiwoo Kang
Andrea Mondonico
Selina Namutosi
Faye Shao
Kevin Tran

Honor Roll

The following students have met the academic criteria to be included in the Honor Roll for the second semester of the 2018-2019
school year. The Honor Roll recognizes students who maintain all A’s and B’s in core subjects and receive no U’s for conduct.

Sixth Grade
Abigail Antolik
Darya Baransky
Jaysa Boyachek
Melody Bell
Mary Buzea
Adam Dundas
Dayna Gillow
Tico Lentz
Tristan Oudman
Teraya Sigler
Anneliese Van
Heukelem
Samantha Wolfchief

Seventh Grade
Lydia Bell
Wendy Bell
Isaac Engelhardt
Gavin Hathcock
Kaylee Henthorn
Carter Hill
Maggie Johnson
Abigail Kennedy
Daniel McPherson
Shelby Phillips
Jacob Scrivo
Hope Smith

Eighth Grade
Josiah Achombom
Abigail Broadwater
Marcus Covaci
Noah Greeley
Mirdege Lentz
Fadlor Little
Sarah Neamtu
Ninth Grade
John Boyachek
Olivia D’Ortenzio
Natalie Scrivo
Blair Swartz

Tenth Grade
Aiden Carlier
Best Komenthai
Junyi Wu
Eleventh Grade
David Anderson
Willow Cho
Jolie Falcon
Joel Harper
Graham Jacoby
Haru Matsui
Ruchelle Paquette
Twelfth Grade
Christopher Buzea
Alex Nickerson
Belivia Wang
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EXPLORING
THE WONDERS
OF ITALY
Ten Day Study Trip Allows Juniors
and Seniors to Experience Ancient
Roman, Medieval, and Church
History Up Close

Charles Jeffries attended Paradise Valley Christian Preparatory since
kindergarten and was part of the 2019 graduating senior class. Below
he shares some of his reflections on the junior and senior class Italy trip.

Our trip also included ample free time to further explore in
groups those things that were of greatest interest to us. Some
visited specialized shops with unique items. Others toured
the dwellings of world famous poets. Some were even able
to descended into Mussolini’s private bunker. At the end of
the day, we would usually discuss our experiences over dinner
at one of Mr. Nyhart’s recommended establishments (and we
were never disappointed!).

The Upper School Italy trip was a huge success. As a
student, I loved every second of it and am still trying to sift
through the incredible number of experiences I gained. Our
accommodations were within the city in both Rome and
Florence, so we were easily able to explore during our free time.
During the course of the trip we visited many of the iconic
Speaking of eating, the food was excellent! In a pizzeria called
features of Rome and Florence, including St. Peter’s Basilica,
Dar Poeta located on a quiet, narrow road, I had the best pizza
the Colosseum, and the Roman Forum. We took a guided
of my life. Nothing else measures up. I had a similar experience
tour of the Vatican Museums with a theologian and Church
at another restaurant we went to one of the first nights we were
historian, and we had the unique
there, where I had one of the
opportunity to visit the Scavi
best bowls of pasta I have ever
(excavations of the Vatican
had. The street food was also
Necropolis under St. Peter’s
great; walking down the street
Basilica). Day trips to the towns
munching on my porchetta was
of Orvieto and Assisi gave us a
truly memorable. And who could
I
will
cherish
what
I
taste of life in small-town Italy.
forget the gelato? Some in our
have gained for the rest
group made a point of getting
My favorite activity had to be
a serving every night before
of
my
life.
the Scavi tour. On the tour we
heading back to the hotel!
headed deep underground to
see a large excavation of ancient
As a recently graduated senior,
burial tombs located underneath
I cherished the chance to share
St. Peter’s Basilica. Inside were
an experience of this magnitude
the tombs of many people,
with the people that I have met
both pagan and Christian. As
and gotten to know over my years
we progressed through the excavations, it began to get more
in high school. It was rewarding to interact with them for such
and more crowded with Christian tombs, culminating in a
an extended period of time since this was likely the last face-toConstantine-era tomb. Inside was the original tomb of the
face interaction I will have with some of them for quite a while.
apostle Peter. Around the back was a hole in the wall, inside
which was a box containing the remains of Peter. We exited
A huge thank you goes to Mr. Nyhart and Mrs. Temple and all
into the most beautiful chapel I have ever seen, just below the
the others who helped make this trip happen. Thank you for
floor of the Basilica.
such an awesome experience; I will cherish what I have gained
for the rest of my life.

“
“
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Josh chats with students and parents following chapel while he signs copies of his books and discusses
the Lodz Scroll from his private artifact collection

Christian author and apologist Josh
McDowell speaks in chapel

This spring, PVCP was honored to welcome world-renowned
author and Christian apologist Josh McDowell to the campus
of Paradise Valley Christian Preparatory to speak in one of the
final middle and upper school chapels of the year.

Josh detailed for the students the process by which the scribes
copied the Scriptures and how that process ensured that
both the Old and New Testaments were preserved for us
today in an accurate and reliable form. Josh shared that the
reliability of the Scripture - which far outpaces other classical
works, such as Homer’s Iliad, in key measurements of textual
reliability - was central in his conversion to Christianity.
Initially antagonistic to Christianity, Josh set out in college to
demonstrate why Christianity was factually inconsistent and
historically unreliable. However, following significant research
and critical inquiry, Josh found the evidence was in fact in
favor of Christianity. Consequently, not only did he convert
to Christianity, but several years later he published what would
become a best-seller in the genre of apologetics, Evidence that
Demands a Verdict, a text now in use by PVCP Upper School
apologetics course.

Beyond simply sharing with students his findings, Josh unveiled
a 72-foot copy of the Hebrew Torah from his private collection
for students to view and even touch.
PVCP is grateful to Josh for taking time out of his busy
schedule to join us and provide a forum for further establishing
students in spiritual truth.

Did you know?
• Josh has authored or co-authored over
150 books
• Evidence that Demands a Verdict is
ranked 13 amongst most influential
evangelical books after WWII
•Josh’s latest work, The Beauty of
Intolerance, assesses the dangers of a
permissive and relativistic culture
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DATES TO REMEMBER
August
12 		

Parent and Student Orientation

13		

First Full Day of School, Parent Coffee

15 - 16

Time to Teambuild (6th - 8th grade)

12 		

Fall Picture Day

13 		 Midterm
18 - 20		

Upper School Retreat (tentative)

24 		

PVCP Town Hall

22		
Parent Back-to-School Night (6th - 12th 		
		 grade)

October

23		

4 		

$2 Jeans Day, School Picnic

10 		

Picture Retakes

11		
		

Early Dismissal - Faculty In-Service, No 		
EDC or Lunch

14 		

Columbus Day, No School, EDC, or Lunch

September

16			

PSAT (Upper School)

2 		

Labor Day, No School, EDC, or Lunch

24			

Early Dismissal, Parent Teacher Conferences

4 		

New Parent Coffee (call office for details)

25			

No School, Parent Teacher Conferences

6 		

$2 Jeans Day, 8th Grade Parent Meeting

$2 Jeans Day

29 		 Parent Back-to-School Night (Pre-K - 5th
		 grade)

Steadfast Campaign

30 		 Early Dismissal - Faculty In-Service, No 		
		
EDC or Lunch, PAC Meeting

Dual Enrollment

Juniors and seniors are eligible for college
credit for courses they are already taking
at PVCP! Colorado Christian University
is offering dual credit for several PVCP
courses this year. Stay tuned for specific
information and registration instructions
after school begins.

Virtual Auction

PVCP’s Virtual Auction fundraiser will take
place November 16 through December 7,
and we need your help soliciting donated
items! Visit paradisevalleychristian.org/
auction for solicitation ideas and donation
forms.

PARADISEVALLEYCHRISTIAN.ORG
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