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I recently shared some of these thoughts with my own children who are now raising 

their families.  It was just what I needed to pull me out of my deep concern for my 

grandchildren and the culture’s movement away from God’s precepts.  The fact that we 

are under the protective hand of God who is sovereign and unshakable is so comforting.  

As Charles Haddon Spurgeon notes, it allows us to have the peace that is greater than 

every other peace. It is “the peace of God— it means the holiest, deepest peace.” 

It is “perfect peace”— peace that nothing disturbs: deep 
peace— “the peace of God, which passeth all understanding”: 
solemn peace at which you almost stand in awe— a hush within 
the soul in which there is heard nothing of discord or of fear, 
but a stillness reigns like that which was maintained in the Holy 
of Holies, within the veil, where seraphim were silent above the 
mercy-seat. “The peace of God” signifies the peace that never 
ends, everlasting peace; the peace that will live with us through-
out the whole of our mortal sojourn till we come into the land 
of the immortal.” - Charles Haddon Spurgeon

The spiritual theme for this year is “Let 
the peace of Christ rule in your hearts. 
Be thankful.”

The theme is taken from Colossians 3:15, and the faculty
devotional study this year will be centered on 17 sermons by 
Spurgeon on that topic. If you should choose to join us in this 
amazing study, you can access the Spurgeon sermons here: 
www.spurgeon.org/resource-library/topic-index/peace/?f-
wp_resource_types=sermons

In the meantime, be comforted by the following article by Alex 
Cravens taken from the Notebook Café.

By Alex Cravens

Do not feel sorry for or fear for your kids because the world 
they are going to grow up in is not what it used to be.

God created them and called them for the exact moment in 
time that they are in. Their life wasn’t a coincidence or an 
accident.

Raise them up to know the power they walk in as children of 
God. Train them up in the authority of His Word. Teach them 
to walk in faith knowing that God is in control. Empower them 
to know they can change the world. Don’t teach them to be 
fearful and disheartened by the state of the world but hopeful 
that they can do something about it.

Every person in all of history has been placed in the time that 
they were in because of God’s sovereign plan.

He knew Daniel could handle the lions den. 
He knew David could handle Goliath.
He knew Esther could handle Haman.
He knew Peter could handle persecution.
He knows that your child can handle whatever challenge they 
face in their life. He created them specifically for it!

Don’t be scared for your children, but be honored that God 
chose YOU to parent the generation that is facing the biggest 
challenges of our lifetime. Rise up to the challenge.

Raise Daniels, Davids, Esthers and Peters!

God is not scratching His head wondering what He is going to 
do with this mess of a world.

He has an army He is raising up to drive back the darkness and 
make Him known all over the earth.

Do not let your fear steal the greatness God placed in them. I 
know it is hard to imagine them as anything besides our sweet 
little babies, and we just want to protect them from anything 
that could ever be hard on them, but they were born for such a 
time as this.

Colossians 3:15
And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful.

PROCLAIMING PERSONAL PEACE 
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Senior Thesis Honors

2021 Valedictorian

The senior thesis represents the culmination of a PVCP education and is the product of more than 
a year’s work. Students work with a faculty mentor to unveil new knowledge in an area of in-
terest, submit a written report, and defend their work during an oral presentation

This year’s top senior thesis awards went to Jenny Tran (A Refutation of Darwinism) for the oral presenta-
tion and Stephen Vaught (An Examination of Kleos: A Response to the Pursuit of Reputation and Status) 
for the written thesis. Jenny is the first international student to receive a senior thesis honor. Congratula-
tions, Jenny and Stephen!

Congratulations to senior Aiden Smith on 
being named the class of 2021 Valedictori-
an! In addition to Aiden’s high academic 
achievement, he was involved in numerous 
extracurricular and service opportunities on 
and off campus, including serving as Vice 
President of the National Honor Society, 
Soccer Captain, a member of the Ultimate 
Frisbee Team, and student ambassador at ad-
missions events. Aiden will study Psychology 
at the University of Arizona before pursuing 
graduate studies. 
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W E L C O M E 
NEW PVCP
TEACHERS!

Jeannie Merrick
5th Grade

B.S. in Social Work, M.Ed. in Ele-
mentary Education

Holly Hartley
MS Humanities

Bachelor in Theology
M.Ed. in Progress

Alessi DeBartolo
MS English

B.A. English, Masters in 
Leadership and Evangelism in 

Progress 

Danielle Cordaro
1st Grade

B.A. in Early Childhood Education

Sarah Theoret
2nd Grade

B.S. in Elementary Education

Gina Bohnett
1st Grade

B.S. Elementary Ed, B.A. Theatre
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Are you interested in displaying your company’s logo in the Fraley Center? Contact bnyhart@pvcp.org to learn 
how!

PVCP thanks the following organizations for their support:

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

Brian BOOTs! Bouterie (602) 339-3357 BOOTs!
Buying or Selling a Home Soon?
Every time someone from the PVCP community utilizes former PVCP parent Brian Bouterie’s real estate ser-
vices, he donates a portion of his commission back to the school! Contact Brian at 602-339-3357 to learn more.

5



EQUIPPING
FUTURE
CHRISTIAN EDUCATORS

MR. NADOLNY 
ON NEW ROLE AS FACULTY MENTOR
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As longtime PVCP teacher Gil Nadolny steps out of the class-
room and into a new role, he shared his thoughts on the future 
of education and the role he sees himself playing in equipping the 
next generation of educators. 

PVCP: You’ve been a teacher at PVCP since 2005 and now have 
over 35 years of experience across grade levels. This year, you’ll be 
taking on a new role. Tell us a little about that role and why you’ve 
decided to take on this new challenge. 

Mr. Nadolny: My calling as a teacher has been fulfilling and a 
joy (as serving God according to His calling always is), but while 
teaching I have also learned much. Now I have the opportunity 
to pass on what I have learned as a teacher to other teachers. Since 
our calling is to pass on what we have learned so the body of 
Christ is strengthened and built up, this change seemed an excel-
lent way to fulfill that calling and to strengthen PVCP.

PVCP: What will you miss most about being in the classroom?

Mr. Nadolny: I will miss hearing 
Ohhhhh!! at the moment a student 
grasps a concept he or she has previ-
ously not known or not understood. 
I will also miss the daily interactions 
with the students and seeing them 
grow in their knowledge and under-
standing. 

PVCP: How have you seen educa-
tion change during the course of 
your career, and what do you think 
the future of education holds?

Mr. Nadolny: Sadly, I have seen 
too many reforms in education. 
First, we are told one way to teach is 
the secret then another way is. All the while, content is watered 
down and expectations for student achievement are lowered. 
Lately, we are seeing an almost total commitment to the use of 
public (and often private) education to achieve political goals and 
social engineering rather than providing students with the skills 
they need to succeed in life. Within the Christian school sector, 
too many schools compromise the truths in God’s Word in order 
to be inclusive or to meet a budget. When I began working in 
Christian education, the vast majority of families were choosing 
Christian education because it was a biblical alternative to other 
school choices. Today, I often see the choice for a given Christian 
school made because that school will provide an experience like 
the public school experience the parents had. Unfortunately, pub-
lic schools today are nothing like what they were when the parents 
attended them. Why choose a Christian school and then desire to 
see it perform like the public schools which the family left?

PVCP: In light of that, what do you see as the value of an institu-
tion like PVCP in today’s society? 

Mr. Nadolny: I believe PVCP (the Board, administration, and 

teachers) strive to uphold biblical truth in all areas of instruc-
tion. We don’t try to duplicate a “Big High School Experience,” 
we don’t follow current trends (actually, fads), and we teach a 
rigorous academic curriculum. When students walk off the stage 
at graduation, they have been taught a biblical worldview so they 
know how to use the knowledge they have gained in a godly man-
ner. When we have to discipline, we weigh all the information we 
are given and respond as we see Scripture guiding us. Sometimes, 
the choices we make might not be the most popular, but we trust 
God is satisfied by them as we strive to follow His Word. Finally, 
we desire to work with each individual to help guide him or her 
to a closer walk with Jesus Christ. As we spend time together, we 
work to cultivate a deeper relationship with the Lord and obedi-
ence to His calling in both teachers and students. As this happens, 
we become the salt and light Jesus calls us to be, and over time, the 
impact on our failing culture will be great.

PVCP: It seems the teaching profession is constantly in the news 
and often surrounded with controversy. Why in the world would 
someone want to enter this profession today? What is the biggest 

piece of advice you would give a 
young person considering the teach-
ing profession?

Mr. Nadolny: Godly men and 
women are desperately needed to 
reverse this trend toward increasing 
educational failure. There is no 
greater mission for the church than 
to equip the next generation for 
service, and teachers play an import-
ant part in that equipping. My advice 
is twofold. Don’t expect to get rich 
financially,  but be prepared to ex-
perience the riches of God’s grace as 
you work for Him. Secondly, don’t 
do it if you are only willing to put in 

a 40-hour week. It is a commitment and requires devotion, energy, 
and unceasing effort. But, it is worth the effort.

PVCP: Those who know you well know that you have a gift for 
writing, and many have even seen your screenplays performed 
by the students of PVCP over the years. Will your new schedule 
allow you any time to continue pursuing writing?

Mr. Nadolny:  I am working to develop a writing career. I have 
been working this summer on novel number one and hope I will 
be able to continue writing throughout the school year, since I 
won’t be creating lesson plans and studying science every day. I 
enjoy the creativity of writing as I enjoy the creativity of teaching 
so it seems a great transition.

PVCP: Thank you so much for your time and service, and we 
look forward to your continued presence on campus in the year 
ahead!

Mr. Nadolny:  I’m looking forward to it. Thank you!

“
Godly men and women are 

desperately needed to reverse 
this trend toward increasing 

educational failure. 

“
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2021 Virtual Auction: November 19-30
Now soliciting items!

Like many other traditions, the annual virtual auction fell 
victim to COVID-19 last year, but we are eager for a great event 
this November. The virtual auction is not only a fun-filled 
time, but proceeds are vital to supporting PVCP teachers and 
programs. But we can’t do it without your help! The auction 
relies on the generosity and connections of PVCP families. 
If you own a business or are generally a creative person, what 
goods or services can you donate to the auction? Think in terms 
of things you would like to bid on yourself.

In the coming weeks, we’ll announce a series of incentives for 
your students to participate in the acquisition process, but in 
the meantime, don’t hesitate to contact Brant Nyhart at bny-
hart@pvcp.org to learn how you can support the auction.

Any time spent soliciting, building, or designing auction items 
counts for volunteer hours!

Through a partnership with Colorado Christian University, 
PVCP’s Upper School students can save both time and money 
in college by earning college credit in courses they already take 
at PVCP. How exactly does this work? Colorado Christian 
University assesses the content of courses and determines that 
the rigor meets what they would expect at a college level. Stu-
dents may then enroll to receive CCU credits for the course.

Anticipated 2021 Dual Credit Offerings

Benefits of Dual Credit

• Save time in college
• Save money in college
• Submit CCU transcript to the college of your choice
• Credits completed provide flexibility to double-major in 

college or pursue extracurricular activities

How do I register my student?

PVCP faculty will be completing the course setup process with 
CCU through mid-September. Watch for an e-mail at a later 
date with instructions on registering.

For more information on CCU, visit 
www.ccu.edu.

What kinds of items do we need?

• Sporting event and concert tickets

• Restaurant gift cards

• Travel, staycation, cabin, or timeshare packages

• Family-friendly activities (Bearizona, Odysea  
     Aquarium, Top Golf, etc.)

• Unique experiences (private golf lessons, Sedo-
na tours, private chef experiences, etc.)

• Anything else you think people will bid on!

EARN COLLEGE 
CREDIT AT PVCP
Colorado Christian University’s 
dual credit program saves 
students time and money!

• 11th/12th British Lit
• 10th Old Testament
• 11th Church History
• 12th Apologetics
• 9th Ancient Civilizations
• 10th European History
• 11th American History
• 12th Government

• 12th Economics
• Algebra II
• Pre-Calculus
• Calculus
• Biology
• Chemistry
• Physics
• Spanish
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EXPLORING 
AMERICA’S 
ROOTS

When COVID-19 struck two years ago, the 2020 8th grade 
trip to Washington, D.C., was delayed for one year, with hopes 
of doing a combined 8th and 9th grade trip in 2021. But with 
continued shutdowns and political unrest in Washington, DC, 
the 2021 trip was increasingly unlikely.

Discovery trips like this have long been an important part of 
PVCP’s education. For decades, students have made the trek to 
Catalina Island for a week of marine biology study, while upper 
school students have taken trips to England to walk in the 
footsteps of theologian and author 
C.S. Lewis and to Italy where they 
basked in the glories of ancient 
Rome and visited the final resting 
places of early Christian martyrs.

Recognizing the importance of 
experiential learning and wanting 
to honor PVCP the longtime tradi-
tion of exploring the places central 
to American civic life, Mrs. Temple 
began exploring other opportuni-
ties for our eighth and ninth grade 
students. 

Soon enough, Mrs. Temple settled 
on a trip that would explore the 
earliest days of English colonization 
on the North American continent. 

From day one, students were immersed in learning about early 
colonial America and what life was like living under the British 
crown. With stops in both Jamestown and Colonial Williams-
burg, students experienced firsthand how Americans lived 
centuries ago. Additional stops included Jefferson’s Monticello, 
Yorktown, and Berkeley Plantation.

As PVCP history teacher Mr. Lalonde shared, “Jefferson’s 
Monticello gave students a breathtaking look at early agrarian 

America, as well as the attention to detail in colonial architec-
ture. Perhaps most exciting, the Yorktown battlefield provided 
students an up close look at the weaponry of the revolution as 
well as the spirit behind Americans rebelling against England.”

Feedback from each attraction shared a common consensus 
about PVCP students: they were Well-mannered students who 
asked their guides stimulating questions.

Incoming sophomore Andrew Van Dam shared how the trip 
shaped his understanding of history.   
“The Virginia trip provided me 
with an opportunity to learn about 
the difficulties people experienced 
and the hard work that went into 
our Nation’s founding,” Andrew 
remarked. “ In Yorktown, for 
example, we visited a reenactment of 
a Revolutionary War camp. It’s one 
thing to read how soldiers shared 
small tents and slept in them during 
the bitter winter with no heating, 
but when you see it firsthand, the 
reality of their situation becomes 
immediate and real. Likewise, at 
Jamestown we saw replicas of the 
ships that carried the settlers. They 
were shockingly tiny and felt crowd-
ed even when only fifteen of us were 
on board. In 1607, though, over 

one hundred people crowded into those ships and sailed across 
the ocean to the New World. Most of those who survived the 
crossing later died of starvation, attacks from the Powhatans, or 
disease.” 

Andrew concluded, “I don’t think any of us can truly under-
stand the difficulties they endured, but I feel the Virginia trip 
made me more grateful for their courage and sacrifice.”

“
It’s one thing to read about how 
soldiers shared small tents and 
slept in them during the bitter 

winter with no heating, but when 
you see it firsthand, the reality of 

their situation becomes immediate 
and real.

“
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Back to School Coffee: August 12

Remember to join us around 8:20 a.m. for the 
Annual Back to School Coffee immediately fol-
lowing prayer and pledges at the flagpole!

Fun Fridays

For $50 per year, your student receives a Fun 
Friday pass to have casual dress every Friday! 
See e-mail from PAC for more details.

August
11  New and Returning Family Orientation

12  Kindergarten - 12th First Day of School

16  Preschool First Day of School

24  Kindergarten - 5th Back-to-School Night

26  6th  - 12th Back-to-School Night

September

3   Early Dismissal, No EDC, Faculty In-Service

6  No School - Labor Day

22-24  Upper School Retreat 

October

8  Early Dismissal, No EDC, Faculty In-Service, End  
 of First Quarter

11  No School - Columbus Day

13  PSAT (9th-11th Grade Only)

16  Fall Family Picnic

21  Early Dismissal, No EDC, Parent-Teacher 
  Conferences

22  No School, Parent-Teacher Conferences

26  Annual PVCP Townhall

November
1-5 7th Grade Catalina Island Trip

DATES TO REMEMBER

PARADISEVALLEYCHRISTIAN.ORG

All-School Orientation: August 11
We look forward to seeing you at Orientation! Be sure to refer to the specific schedule located in Praxi.
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