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2022-2023 Spiritual Theme

I WILL NOT BE

SHAKEN
EGO NON TREMEFACIAR

Fear not, for I am with you;

be not dismayed, for I am your God;

I will strengthen you, I will help you,
I will uphold you with my righteous
right hand.
ISAIAH 41:10
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FROM MRS. TEMPLE
Isaiah 41:10 (Israel Encouraged)
700BC
“Fear not, for I am with you; be not
dismayed, for I am your God; I will
strengthen you, I will help you, I will
uphold you with my righteous right
hand.”
In studying how this passage from Isaiah applies to us today, I was led to “I Will Not Be Shaken” as the spiritual
theme for this academic year. The reasoning is twofold.

Tumultuous Times

We are living in times that reflect an erosion of biblical
standards once embedded in our nation. The changes
that have taken place in the culture have disregarded the
Founding Fathers’ acknowledgment of establishing “One
Nation Under God.” President George Washington acknowledged the impact of God on the founding of the
new nation when he said, “No people can be bound to
acknowledge and adore the invisible hand which conducts
the affairs of men more than the people of the United
States. Every step, by which they have advanced to the
character of an independent nation, seems to have been
distinguished by some token of providential agency.”
(Fitzpatrick, Writings of George Washington, 30:292)
James Madison echoed similar sentiments relative to the
divine hand of Providence: “It is impossible for the man
of pious reflection not to perceive in it a finger of that
Almighty hand which has been so frequently and signally

extended to our relief in the critical stage of the revolution.” (Federalist Papers, No. 37)

Divine Direction

As believers united in Christ and called to disciple, we are
responsible to teach our children to counter the culture
and stand firm in God’s absolute truth and the moral law,
instructing them how to pursue godly lives in a godless
world. It is critical children be taught how stand firm in
the faith and Not Be Shaken.
The truth of the Scripture is timeless, and we need the
reminder that the God of Israel remains steadfast and sufficient for us in the best of times and in the worst of times.
Let us join in faithfully serving God, instructing our children to “Fear not, for He is with us; to be not dismayed,
for He is our God; He will strengthen us, He will help us,
He will uphold us with His righteous hand.” This promise
is the legacy of faith our children must learn.
***
Sheryl Temple is in her 25th year of service as Head of
School at Paradise Valley Christian Preparatory.

Reinforcing PVCP’s Spiritual Theme

PVCP’s annual spiritual theme serves as a focus for chapels, memory verses, and spiritual emphasis throughout the
year. Families are encouraged to review the annual theme and verse with their children on a regular basis as PVCP
partners with families to reinforce these critical values. Consider placing the spiritual theme poster on the adjacent
page in a prominent place to serve as a reminder for you and your children this year.
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ALUMNI FOCUS

When 2020 Valedictorian Kendal Baranski (4th from left) submitted her name to volunteer as a YoungLife leader
in Colorado where she attends college, little did she know that she would soon be approached about serving as
campus leader at a school whose name is forever stigmatized as being the site of one of the worst mass-shootings
in U.S. history: Columbine. Kendal sees her unique calling as twofold: 1. to be the hands and feet of Jesus to those
who might not otherwise set foot in a church, and 2. through relationship, earn the right to speak to young girls
about deeper things like purpose and meaning. Join with us in praying for Kendal as she continues to raise funds to
begin her new position this fall and that she will leave a lasting impact on generations to come.

Advancing God’s Truth in College and Beyond
I attended PVCP from 1st through 12th grades, and I was a
little apprehensive about attending a large secular university for
college. Two years in, however, I can confidently say that my
time at PVCP equipped me not only to survive but to thrive in
such a radically different environment. On the academic front,
I have come to realize just how well my PVCP classes like English, History, and Bible taught me to read carefully, think critically, and write clearly. Thanks to PVCP’s great books curriculum, I arrived at college already familiar with texts that many
of my peers were just being introduced to for the first time. I
was already prepared for the rigorous primary source analysis
and discussion demanded by my history and classics courses.
Several of my classmates and even professors have commented
positively on the biblical perspective and historic and literary
connections I have been able to bring to class discussions. In
addition, because I came in with around 26 college credits from
the dual-enrollment classes at PVCP, I was able to quickly dive
in to my major-related courses and not have to take math—
only kidding, Mrs. Bell! Spiritually, the apologetics classes at

Alumni Updates

PVCP and the school-wide emphasis on worldview have helped
me stay strong in my Christian walk. I’ve encountered little
outright hostility to Christianity at ASU; instead, most people
hold to some sort of agnostic relativism or moralistic therapeutic deism. Discussing these worldviews and their inherent
problems in the apologetics classes at PVCP has enabled me to
speak about these with my peers. Overall, I can emphatically
say that my time at PVCP prepared me academically for the
rigors of college and formed me spiritually so that I can shine
the light of God’s truth in a secular environment.
***

Nathan Van Dam is an alum of PVCP’s 2020 graduating
class and was the recipient of the Outstanding Senior Thesis
Honor. He is currently a junior in Arizona State University’s
Barrett Honors College pursuing a dual major in History
and Classics.

Do you have an update on a PVCP alum? Let us know at news@pvcp.org! Be sure to send us your updated
contact information so we can keep you posted on PVCP alumni events.
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Sydney Nixon,
Colorado Christian
University
Next Stop: Spain
Sydney Nixon, PVCP’s 2016 Co-Valedictorian, graduated summa cum laude from
Colorado Christian University with a degree in Elementary Education and an endorsement in Culturally and Linguistically
Diverse Education. For the next year, Sydney will fulfill the Great Commission as
she serves as a Language and Culture Assistant teaching English at a primary school
in Madrid, Spain.

Zachary Harper,
Baylor University
PVCP Co-Valedictorian Aims for
Medical School
2016 graduate Zachary Harper has completed his studies at Baylor University and
graduated with honors in Health Science
on the Biology - Pre-Med track with a concentration in Molecular Biology. Zachary
has spent time overseas on medical missions trips, using God’s giftings to serve
others, and now he will begin the process
of applying to medical schools as he discerns where God would have him pursue
the next phase of his equipping.
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INTERNATIONAL
PERSPECTIVES

Hao Nguyen shares how her time at
PVCP challenged her worldview and
instilled a desire to seek truth
The excellent people I encountered made last year so memorable. I consider it a blessing, because I learned about new things
that I had never learned before, specifically, the Bible.
Initially, not only did I not understand, but I didn’t like what
I was hearing about this topic that was so new to me. But by
the end of the year, I had come to the conclusion that learning about other religions and a new one was actually rather
enjoyable. I would like to thank all of my teachers for their
dedication to teaching me, especially Mr. Nyhart, who inspired
me and reawakened my desire to investigate my religion. As a
result of his class, I’m still trying to assess my faith background
and looking at Christianity as a rational alternative. The books
he gave me at the end of the year have been helpful as I compare
and contrast Christianity and Buddhism. Throughout these circumstances, I have developed a great desire to seek the truth.

International Alumni Graduate College with Honors
Many times, beginning school at PVCP is the
first experience international students have living
in America. PVCP’s influence extends far beyond
the 12th grade, as the study skills and worldview
preparation instilled while at PVCP pay huge dividends as graduates often go on to study at American universities. In May, PVCP alumni Wilson
Xiao, Leo Castro, and Kevin Liu graduated from
the W. P. Carey Business College at Arizona State
University. As Kevin shared, PVCP not only gave
him the study skills to pursue two majors and
graduate with honors, but it also helped him establish a Christian worldview, something totally
absent in his upbringing.
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After the first two months in America, I moved in with a nice
Christian host family who taught me a lot about Christianity
and quizzed me on what I was learning at school. As a result of
this family, I felt less stress. I want to thank them for continually standing by me when I felt down. I appreciate their generosity, sincerity, and willingness to address some of my inquiries
concerning typical American culture and life. I appreciate them
being a part of my exchange program. I will continue to exercise the patience they taught me.
I am grateful for PVCP educating me on the relevance of God
to my everyday life. At the moment, I am seeking answers to
the questions, “When I feel despair, where is God?” and “Is
God truly fair?” I hope that everyone I met during my time at
PVCP is healthy and blessed with many excellent things in the
future.

EARLY EDUCATION CENTER TAKES SHAPE

Progress is ongoing on the Early Education Center with a targeted completion of mid-2022-2023 school year. The
center will accommodate infants through four-year-olds.

A story of God’s provision years in the making
If you’ve set foot on the campus of PVCP this summer, you’re
sure to have noticed something was missing. The site where
the brown building affectionately known as the “schoolhouse”
once stood is transforming into the Early Education Center, a
facility that PVCP prays will serve as a beacon of God’s grace
in the community as caring staff nurture young children in the
love of God.
Several years ago, when an aging neighbor who grew to love
the school approached PVCP leadership about acquiring her
house, no one could yet anticipate what God might have in
store. And yet, through her generous terms, the unique opportunity to add contiguous land to the current site was unmistakable. With that, for a greatly discounted rate, the schoolhouse
was added to the site plan where it served as an annex for office
space and storage for several years.

Meeting a Community Need

As the PVCP board and administration prayerfully discerned
the Lord’s leading for the next step in the campus master plan,
His calling became clear. In the midst of COVID-19, Christian parents of young children increasingly were searching for
values-based childcare options at an earlier age. When the initiative was launched, little did PVCP know that the demand
would only intensify as inflationary pressures forced more and
more parents to work outside the home.

Supporting Future Growth

As PVCP has continued to see sustained growth in the lower
school, even necessitating a wait list in several grades, the EEC
will further facilitate this growth by opening additional classroom space in the primary education building. Once completed, preschool classes currently housed in the primary building
will transfer to the EEC. Beyond that, the EEC will serve as a
self-sustaining feeder for the elementary school, as over the last
several years, more and more families are searching for options
to have their infants and elementary students in one location.
As the work carries on, join with us in prayer for God’s continued provision of materials in this scarce market, and stay tuned
for more information as a building dedication is scheduled
once the EEC is completed!

Want to learn more?
•Visit paradisevalleychristian.org/early-education to learn more and express interest in enrollment
• Contact hr@pvcp.org to inquire about EEC
employment options
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PANTHER
ATHLETICS

Track & Field Athletes Have
Strong Showing at State
Championship

Gold Medals, State Champions, and New Records
As the school year was coming to a close, PVCP’s Track & Field
stars were busy preparing not only for finals, but to finish strong
at the Canyon Athletic Association State Championship Meet.

The following PVCP athletes were the State Champion in an
individual event: Melanie Pickett, Ethan Richardson, Mirdege
Lentz, Mikayla Riccio.

The Middle School Girls and the Upper School Girls teams
each finished in 2nd place overall, and the Middle School Boys
team finished 4th. The following relay teams received medals:
MS Boys earned silver in the 4X100 and 4X400 - Donovan
Vanasco, Alijah Phillips, Russell Paquette, Ethan Richardson.
US Girls earned bronze in the 4X400 - Mikayla Riccio, Jaysa
Boyachek, Kaitlynn Pickett, Mirdege Lentz.

The following PVCP relay teams were the State Champion
team in their event: MS Girls 4X100 - Holly Denmark, Arianna Riccio, Tessa Astemborski, Melanie Pickett; MS Girls
4X400 - Mackenzie Pratt, Arianna Riccio, Isabella Sucher, Holly Denmark.

The following PVCP athletes finished in the top 10 in an individual event: Savannah Harms, Lola Rzepecki, Jocelyn Dias,
Jael Gradin, Rowan Mancini, Colton Oudman, Abigail Broadwater, Sasha Patschke.

Mirdege Lentz
PVCP Record-Breaking State
Champion Inspired by Jamaican
Track Star
“In 2020, I was watching the Olympics and
noticed Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce running.
In that moment, I decided I was going to
join track & field. It is my dream to one
day be as good as her or maybe even better.
Track and field really inspired me to give
my all. It is my goal to do it in college and
one day join the Olympics. I am especially inspired by Maurice Greene’s challenge
that ‘To be number one, you have to train
like you’re number two.’”
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Finally, Mikayla Riccio broke the US Girls High Jump State
Record and Mirdege Lentz broke the US Girls Long Jump State
Record!
Congratulations Panthers and thank you Coach Astemborski,
Coach Broadwater, Coach Cline, and Coach Pratt!

2022 Virtual Auction: November 25-December 1
Now soliciting items!
The virtual auction is one of PVCP’s longstanding, fun-filled
traditions, that helps support specific initiatives on the PVCP
campus. This is a great opportunity to get involved, highlight
your business or businesses you support, and snag some great
items in support of PVCP!
The auction relies on the generosity and connections of PVCP
families. If you own a business or are generally a creative person,
what goods or services can you donate to the auction? Think in
terms of things you would like to bid on yourself.
In the coming weeks, we’ll announce a series of incentives for
your students to participate in the acquisition process, but in the
meantime, don’t hesitate to contact Mr. Nyhart at bnyhart@
pvcp.org to learn how you can support the auction.
Any time spent soliciting, building, or designing auction items
counts for volunteer hours!

What kinds of items do we need?
• Sporting event and concert tickets
• Restaurant gift cards
• Travel, staycation, cabin, or timeshare packages
• Family-friendly activities (Bearizona, Odysea
Aquarium, Top Golf, etc.)
• Unique experiences (private golf lessons, Sedona tours, private chef experiences, etc.)
• Anything else you think people will bid on!

In Case You Missed It!

Your support in the 2021 Virtual Auction, whether through item donation or placing your bids, allowed
PVCP to supplement its aging fleet of vans with an incredible, low-mileage, 25-person minibus. If you have
your CDL and are interested in accruing volunteer hours by driving on field trips and sporting events, contact Kris Chadwick at kchadwick@pvcp.org.
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WELCOME NEW
STAFF & FACULTY!
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Rachel Pratt
PK-4 AM

Juliette Dietz
PK-4 PM

Tiﬀany Bergman
Kindergarten (A)

Miranda Dwyer
Kindergarten (B)

Lydia Hernandez
1st Grade

Shannon Spencer
2nd Grade (A)

We’re thankful for the sustained growth and opportunity to add sections in several grades this year! Join us
in making the new staff and
faculty feel welcomed into
the panther community!

Melody Fenner
School Nurse

Casey Thorpe
Athletic Director

Raquel Hamstra
2nd Grade (B)

Justine Hamstra
4th Grade (B)

Haneul Han
MS/US Bible

David Wyman
MS Bible/History

Cassandra Holmes
US Math

Natalie Holstlaw
MS/US Spanish
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DATES TO REMEMBER
August

October

9

New & Returning Family Orientation

7

End of Quarter; Early Dismissal: Faculty In-Service

10

First Day of School: Kindergarten-12th

10

No School: Columbus Day

15

First Day of School: Preschool

12

PSAT (9th-11th Grades Only)

25

6th-12th Back-to-School Night

20

Early Dismissal: Parent-Teacher Conferences

30

PreK-5th Back-to-School Night

21

No School or EDC: Parent-Teacher Conferences,

September

November

2

Early Dismissal: Faculty In-Service

4

Midterm

5

No School: Labor Day

11

No School or EDC: Veterans Day

9

Midterm

21-25

No School or EDC: Thanksgiving Break

14-16

Upper School Retreat

All-School Orientation: August 9

We look forward to seeing you at orientation! Refer to the schedule located in Praxi for more information.
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Back to School Coffee: August 10

Fun Fridays

Remember to join PAC for the annual Back-toSchool Coffee immediately following prayer and
pledges, roughly at 8:20!

For $50 per year, your student receives a “Fun
Friday” pass to have casual dress every Friday!
See e-mail from PAC for more details.
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